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James's letter) Tyrconnel wrote what must have stung even James's
sluggish spirit, "Sir, I beg of you to consider whether you can with
honour continue where you are when you possess a kingdom of your
own plentiful of all things for human life"; he said that money was their
chief need, and that with the 200,000 livres they expected from the
French King they would do very well; that he has 35,000 or 36,000
men enlisted, but they are without arms, equipment and means of sub-
sistence ; that they are at present living on pillage, "which in six months*
time will destroy both nation and army"; and that the Catholic popula-
tion everywhere preponderates except in Dublin and Ulster, where the
numbers of Catholics and Protestants are about equal.

From the French point of view it was urged that James would have
no difficulty in getting together a large army, and his presence in Ireland
would inspire it;1 that the Protestants would flock to him for fear of
being robbed; that he could easily pass to Scotland, where he would be
welcomed by the episcopalian party; that the English Jacobites would
find him more accessible in Ireland than in France and would hasten to
join him; and that he would be of great assistance to France in com-
pelling William to fight on two fronts. These views reveal the usual
French ignorance of conditions in the three kingdoms and ignore many
of the difficulties of James's enterprise, but in the main they furnish the
plan most likely to succeed in a not very hopeful enterprise. For, unless
Louis had been prepared to make Ireland a major theatre of the war
and to provide money, troops and generals in far greater quantities than
he ever consented to supply, the resources of England must eventually
have prevailed.

James left Saint-Germain for Brest on February 15, 1689. Louis's
dramatic instinct did not fail him at parting; when James told him that
he had given him all the equipment for his army that he could desire
but that he had forgotten to give him arms for his own person, he gave
James his own cuirass and arms, to that he might appear in the field as a
king should appear; and his last words to him were, "I am deeply
grieved at parting with you, but I hope never to see you again; but if
you do return you may be assured that you will find me as you leave me".
On the eve of his departure James wrote to his wife's uncle, the Cardinal
d'Este, a long and optimistic letter saying, among other things, that
Tyrconnel had a Catholic army of 20,000 men, that Ireland was a land

1 Vauban wrote to Louvois on February 15, "I have an idea that when a
man plays his last stake he ought to play it himself or to be on the spot* The
King of England seems to be in thi^condition. His last stake is Ireland; it
appears to me that he ought to go there, where with the help which the King
may give him he can get on his legs again and be supported by those of his
subjects who remain loyal to him."